A Midshipman’s Story
His Service and Career
LT Kenneth Dunipace USNR
NROTC Class of 1951
B.S. Secondary Education
Years of Service:
NROTC Midshipman in the rank of Airman Apprentice 1947 to 1951
Active Duty Surface Fleet 1951 to 1953
Active Reserves 1951 to 1959
Inactive Reserves through Navy Retirement 1959 to 1970
And the rest was yet to come

Introduction:
In response to a request for pictures for the Society’s “The Way We Were” web page,
Ken Dunipace OSU NROTC ‘51 offered an extraordinary collection of pictures along
with a brief biography of his years at Ohio State, his Navy and civilian careers and life.
Ken was a member of the second full OSU NROTC graduating class. He is a first
person witness to “Time and Change” and is absolute proof of his friendship to O HI O.
Told in his own or paraphrased versions of his words, we think you’ll enjoy Ken’s story.

Message from Ken:
I hope you enjoy my story. I hope even more that it brings to your memory and your
heart how much OSU NROTC meant to you, how it prepared you for your Naval or
Marine Corps career and for your life. As you read my story, please remember and
celebrate yours.
My Introduction to the Unit:
When I started school and became a part of the unit, I was a Naval Aviation Cadet (one
of the very last classes of the old V-5 program *). We were supposed to go to school
for two years, then go to Pensacola, get our wings, spend two years on active duty, get
commissioned, and return to college to finish our degree. I couldn’t read the eye
chart when I went to Pensacola, so I was discharged, and came back and finished my
training as a contract student.
* Naval Aviation Cadet Program: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aviation_Cadet_Training_Program_(USN)

Midshipman Years

The Armory

The Unit, then, was very much like a large fraternity including
besides the 'regular' midshipmen, contract midshipmen, the
last of the V-5 apprentice airmen, and a group of V-5 students
who had been on active duty near the end of WWII and were
returning to finish their degrees. We had a large lounge and
study room on the third floor of the Armory where we got to
know some them and often went flying with them. It was
valuable experience to talk with them.

Our Executive Officer CDR T. D. F. Langen, had been at Pearl Harbor. He was our
instructor in Leadership. He was one of the four most inspirational leaders I have
known in my life.

I was the second editor of the Seawolf (was the editor when
Woody Hayes was hired and wrote an editorial), was on the Drill
Team (we beat the Pershing Rifles drill team once), was on the
Pistol team (not very effective) and the military ball committee (I
escorted one of the queen candidates). Please enjoy some of the
Seawolf editions from my time as editor.

We drafted our Midshipman Constitution

We pleaded our case to Santa
and even for OSU Athletics figures of the day

(Use the magnification feature to read the text more easily)

The Thanksgiving 1950 edition reminded us of our
role in the nation

The May 1951 edition announced senior awards
and Anchor and Chain leadership appointments

Woody
I mentioned that I wrote a Seawolf editorial
about former LCDR Wayne Woodrow Hayes USN
WWII upon his hiring as head coach. I can’t find
my article but here’s one from 1951 written by
Mid’n. Bob Foster. Apparently there was some
politicking going on en-route to Woody’s hiring.

Note: Too bad that the then young coach Hayes
only lasted 28 years in his position. After several
years of mediocrity, Coach Hayes was hired and
didn’t fare much better for the first few years.
But then his methods yielded sustained success.
Mostly winning seasons, a few not so good and a
national championship or two mixed in. Mid’n.
Foster’s article clearly addresses the great
expectations for Buckeye football in those days.
And fortunately for all Buckeye fans, Woody’s
achievements and legend grew to be bigger than
life. His final record as Buckeye head coach is
205-61-10. His overall head coaching record
(OSU, Miami and Denison) is 238-72-10. Not
only was he the head football coach but he
played a major role on campus as well. He is an
inductee in the NROTC Flag Honors Hall of Fame.

Drill Team Practice. Orton Hall in the background

Two of my classmates on 3rd
class midshipman summer
cruise. Don’t you love the
blue stripe midshipman dixie
cup covers? We were
granted the privilege of
chipping and painting and
performing deck seamanship.

Awards Ceremony Spring ’51.
(I don’t recall which award I
received that day)

Do you remember
turning your uniforms
inside out and
properly rolling them
to stow in your seabag
prior to reporting?

And then it was time to put our years of preparation to work

Commissioning Ceremony Spring ‘51
I, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God.

And don’t forget to stow this in your left front pocket. The time
honored fee for your first salute.

Active Duty Years
When I graduated I asked for Destroyer duty in the Pacific. The Navy was pretty
close, they gave me an APD in the Pacific. It was probably the best choice they
could give me. The APD did most of the things that a destroyer did (though some
not as well) and did other things that a destroyer was never tasked to do.

We trained to screen carriers and serve as planeguard, hunted submarines,
performed independent patrols, controlled waves of landing craft, transported
Marine Reconnaissance, British Commandoes, Army Rangers, and Underwater
Demolition teams on training and operational missions and served as flagship for
an ROK PT squadron.
Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Diachenko

NOTE: Many surface fleet officers will remember much the same as what Ken
describes below. When you as a newly commissioned officer reports aboard your
first ship your Naval Officer professional education has just begun. How many
remember hearing “Ensign get down in your spaces, meet your sailors and learn
about them and their duties.” And finally, wait until your Chief tells you he has faith
in you to lead. And then the cycling through departments and watch stations while
“learning” the ship and earning qualifications.

Ken’s words: I reported aboard at a very opportune time. Several of the officers had
been recalled for two years of service and were released soon after I came aboard
and a couple were transferred to requested duty. They were replaced by other
newly-minted Ensigns. In my two years on board I served in every department, and
through attrition became the Senior Watch Officer. It was a very 'educational' two
years!

One of the Republic of Korea PT
boats which Diachenko supported
as flagship. I’m the tall officer on
the starboard side of the bridge

On the open bridge … Note the
fur lined coat. It could get a little
chilly in the Korean theatre
latitudes

Chief Salcedo and me at a softball game. I was ship’s
athletics officer. Chief Salcedo was the team’s head
coach. We had a pretty fair team and a good pitcher.
Lost the PhibPac championship game 1–0.

Then it was time to move on. Upon leaving active duty I served in a reserve
Construction Battalion. Like many of you who did not serve their entire
career in active duty status I served in reserve status until retirement in 1970.

Civilian Career
NOTE: Many of us return from active duty to first civilian jobs and pursuit of higher education. Many of
us leverage our Ohio State and NROTC education and Navy experience into successful satisfying careers.
As you read Ken’s words please look back on your lives and careers and rediscover how you made your
own difference in the world.
Ken’s words: When I returned I worked in a little glass company for a year.
I was accepted into a Mechanical Engineering program at MIT. While a student I was appointed, by
"Jack" Wood *, the second of my four most inspirational leaders, to coach the freshman sailing team.
When I graduated I took a job in the Division of Sponsored Research that eventually led to the Polaris
Guidance program, where I worked with Ralph Ragan *, the third of my four most inspirational leaders.
After a couple of years I was assigned to be in charge of the MIT guidance station at Cape
Canaveral. There I led a team of about twenty who were responsible for preparing all of the guidance
systems for testing and training launches.
Each submarine came there for a training launch before deployment. One of my team or I was in the
blockhouse for a pad launch or on the submarine for each submarine launch.
During the time that I was in charge we launched over fifty missiles. During this time I earned a Masters
degree in Electrical Engineering.
Next I spent a couple of years managing the construction of a laboratory for the testing of the Apollo
Guidance and Navigation system for MIT.
Then I earned a PhD also in Electrical Engineering at Clemson University.
I spent nine years on the faculty of the University of Missouri at Rolla (now the Missouri University of
Science and Technology), and then twenty years at the Indiana University – Purdue University at
Indianapolis. I've now been retired for 23 years, but I still assist with the design course.
And a wonderful bonus was that I met and worked with several Mercury 7 and later space programs’
astronauts.
* Jack Wood: http://sailing.mit.edu/gallery/picture.php?/2747
* Ralph Ragan: https://wehackthemoon.com/bios/ralph-ragan

“Navigation is where you are. Guidance is where you want to go.”
Ken participated and was lead engineer in electronics and
optical systems for:

Cherokee Heads Up Display

Polaris Guidance System

Space Shuttle Program

Apollo G & N Guidance

Lunar Excursion Module

Space Theodolite Optics &
Control

A Couple More Things Before I Change the Subject:
I haven’t yet mentioned that my fourth most
impressive leader is VADM William Raborn. He
is the fourth chronologically, but due to the
wide discrepancy in rank, maybe the most
impressive. On several occasions he called me
to compliment my team and me, and another
time called to confirm a decision on some test
equipment. Any member of my team would
have “walked on water” for him.
Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Raborn

Many of us have received “Being There” certificates. Many of us are Golden Dragons or Shellbacks.
But you wouldn’t have received them if you hadn’t “been there” as a participant in your unit’s
mission. Here’s a couple I received from my work on the Polaris project.

Family

My bride Ann & me - ‘63

Future MD Judy & future F-14 pilot Steve - ‘66

My son Lt Steve Dunipace (left) NROTC Cornell and F14 pilot had THE NEED … THE NEED FOR SPEED. Callsign
“Rat” graduated from Top Gun. Why Rat? Because he could find holes in the sky to elude his pursuers

A Boy and His Toys
Talk about time and change! My cars over the years tell the story ..

‘29 Model A – My “Learn to Drive” Car

’32 Ford – My OSU Daily Ride

Just Commissioned - ‘41 Ford Convertible

’90 Miata

Racing my ‘06 Miata at Age 76

And a Little Cultivation

Cherokee and Porsche
‘76 Sabre 28

’59 Magic Adapted for Sail

And Finally:
An Extraordinary Trip – Indianapolis Honor Flight 2019

Greeting at Washington Reagan

Korean War Memorial

Group Picture at WWII Memorial

Vietnam War Memorial

My Daughter Judy and me caught between states

“Mail Call” a favorite part of the flight home

With Honor Flight Dancers

Welcome Home at Plainfield Indiana High School gym

That’s All Folks!

We hope you enjoyed Ken’s story. Although he is technically not a member of “The
Greatest Generation”, he’s really close!
Moreover we hope that it’s given you the chance to look back in time in your lives and
remember those who helped shaped you and those you have inspired along the way.
The way we were, who and how we became the way we are. Great Stuff!
Those of us who were commissioned in the Navy or Marine Corps from Ohio State
NROTC were granted the privilege to serve in the Sea Services and prepare for our future
lives. Our service and future lives got their start in large part due to our time at OSU
NROTC.
Those of you who are younger can look forward to service, contribution and adventures
limited only by your desire to explore and achieve. Ken is certain proof of that.

GO NAVY

GO BUCKS

Liberty Call

SEMPER FI

